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RESOQURCES ANP METHODS

Guest Speakers - invite your Vicar, Curate or youth leader to
occasionally lead the devotions. You may
even wish to ask a member of the
congregation or one of the parents.

{¥*NB - please don’t expect the Clergy to run
all of the devotional sessions)

Games - many games can be tied in with a Christian message
e.g. trust game (blindfold walk). )

Story Telling - either from a book/Bible or told in your own
words at a level understood by the kids.
You may like to draw pictures or use flannel
graph pictures to accompany the story .

Puzzles/Quizzes - are fun ways of learning and help the boys
to remember things. eg.Find hidden words,
color the verse, scavenger hunts, etc.

Share your own experiences - not always easy or comfortable
but is often more meaningful

Theme Nights - look at particular issues and base your
program around them, games and all.

Talks/Discussions - can be better used with older kids who
will listen and discuss but doesn’t hold
the attention of the younger ones. A

short simple explanation of a topic is
often more effective than a long drawn
out talk/lecture.

Visuals - children will often respond better if there is
something to see and capture their attention. It
might be something simple or something which the
children can be involved in.

Memory verses - are a good way of making important messages
stick. Memory verses can also be made into
quizzes, puzzles or scavenger hunts.

Sing-a-longs - there are some great songs around now with fun
actions depending on the age group. Singing
often creates a happy feeling.

Puppetry - is a great medium to put across a message to
children. Puppets captivate their attention as
they watch every movement and take in every word.

Your Program and Behaviour - is your program and conduct
loving, encouraging, fair,
supportive etc.

Prayer - ask God for guidance or to lead you in a train of
thought.

Art and Craft - make God's Eyes, puppets, have kids draw or
paint pictures etc.




MODELS OF CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY AVAILABLE TODAY

Nowadays there is a whole range of different children's ministry ideas to suit each Parish and its
available resources. No longer are we stuck with just a traditional Sunday school group or weekly
kids group as this lists shows below.
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Sunday School

Créche facilities

Children’s spot during service (children to remain for whole service)

Children in church to begin with then leaving [for Sunday School or activities] before readings
and returning prior to the greeting of peace.

Children in separate Sunday School activities while service is on. le. adults separated from the
children

Spot during Service where everyone (including children)breaks into small groups for short
discussion or sharing time

Regular service with a number of children’s spots within

A match up service where adults are matched up with a child

Pram service / Bible study / coffee morning

Monthly Children’s service aimed and structured for children

Special children’s service outside of normal Church times

Use of one of the various packaged programs — Eg. Kids Plus, Oasis, CEP

After school program - one night /two nights a week
After school program including light tea

Weekly group for just boys or just girls

Mixed kids club type group —weekly / fortnightly /other

Cebs / GFS type groups either traditional or non traditional

Weekly group with regular breaks eg, 3 weeks on, one week off

Bi monthly weekly children’s activities ie. meet weekly during every 2nd month only
Holiday program 1 day only, a day a week, 2 days only or two days weekly, 5 days straight,

Super Saturday 2-4 hour program maybe including lunch - once / twice a year, monthly
Meeting weekly for the month leading up to Easter / Christmas

Monthly family tea (Mix at 6]jwith games, devotions, skit presentation, guest speaker, a service?
Special purpose group - eg. music, band, basketball, servers, choir,

Story telling and games
RE in the local schools

Some sort of joint program with other Anglican Churches or denominations in the area
(sharing resources rather than spreading them too thin)

OR a variation or mix of the above

Why not ring or visit us
at the Anglican children’s ministry centre on 9654 5033

or email on cebsmelb@alphalink.com.au



How often should a group meet?

There are no hard and fast rules as to how often a group should meet or when, it largely
depends on the availability of the leaders and the hall space. Obviously some options have more
benefits than others however it is a case of making use of the available resources and time of
those wishing to be involved and the needs and expectations of the Parish. Every effort made is
one more than nothing at all.

The options are : -
1.) Meet on a weekly basis throughout the year with no meetings during school holidays
2.) Meet on a fortnightly basis throughout the year again with breaks during school holidays

3.) Meet three weeks in a row with the fourth week off each month again with no meetings
during school holidays

4.) Meet for two week blocks with a week off in between again with no meetings during school
holidays

5.) Meet for a block of 8 weeks in a row with longer breaks in between again with no meetings
during school holidays

6.) Meet for a block of 4 meetings in a row prior to certain festivals or events during the year
eg. Easter, Christmas, school holidays, Pentecost, Patronal festival, etc.

7.) Meet once a month throughout the year for a Super Saturday which would be a full/half
days activities based on a theme

7.) Meet weekly for designated months during the year only
eg. February, May, August, November

9.) Variations of the above as suits the needs of the leaders, kids and Parish

Please keep in mind that to a child 7 days is a long time in their life and that regular contact
is the preferred option however this may not always be possible.



RESOURCES WORTH LOOKING INTO:

Cebs Leaders' Bulletin March '91 Page 5

FROM THE FIELD WORKER

“"The Klutz Book of Kknots”

Do vou have trouble teaching kids how to tie knots or are vou not
even sure where to start? Well this handy book may be the answer.
it 1s simple to follow and even comes with its own rope so that vou
can practice beforehand. The normal retail price is $9.95 but
lately copies have been picked up for $4.95 from Angus & Robertson
book sales. It is definitely well worth having a couple of copies
available for branch work.

Kinnears Cotton Sash Cord

While on the subject of knots, you may find it useful to note that
Kinnears have cotton sash cord (made in Australia) in handy packets
of 8m lengths (diam. 6mm). It is great for knot tving and can be
cut into smaller lengths one for each group member. It is soft to
handle and holds knots well. Don’t forget to whip the rope ends so
that they don’t unravel. It is also useful as skipping ropes.
Check prices against sash cord bought by the metre. I found it

cheaper in the packet from McEwans which included instructions -on
knot tyving.

"Toolbox" - Resource Manual for Children’s Work

This is another useful book worth looking at. It is published by
the Uniting Church. The Toolbox covers many areas of leading a
Children’s Group and includes Programming, Communication,
Craftwork, Games, Christian Education topics and Discipline just to

name a few. I found it very useful in my Cebs work and feel others
will find the same, especially those starting out in leadership
with children. It is available from the Uniting Church Centre in

Little Collins Street. You will need to go to the fifth floor to
the Youth Ministry Department. Cost $15.00. A worthwhile asset.

IDEAS FOR SMALL GROUPS (4-10- members)

"I only have a small group. What can I do?"” Well here are a few
suggestions to consider. You may have others, write in and share
them! No matter whether your group is large or small, there are
advantages and disavantages but all is not lost. Read on'

Board Games Night

You can either bring along some of the games you plaved as a child
e.g. knuckles (sheep variety), snakes and ladders, pick up sticks,
draughts etc. or ask kids to bring a board game each (preferably
not Monopoly or those that take forever to play). You will need to
make sure each member is involved in a game and encourage them to
swap around during the night. Don’t forget to join in yourself and
you may like to pass around lollies or nuts and have hot chocolate
available.

Cook Mini Pizgzas

Always very popular! I suggest that you use plain muffin halves as
bases as they are quick and easy and less messy. You can buy left
over assorted meat pieces which are the ends of deli meat rolls
from Safeway, Snow Deli or Coles very cheaply. You then only need
to chop it up. You can buy whatever toppings you think the kids
will like e.g. grated cheese, tomatoes and tomato paste, mushrooms,
sweet corn, pineapple, capsicum, onion etc. (hold the anchovies of
course'!). They cook in 10-15 minutes. Yummy on a cold night!




WAYS IN WHICH A PARISH CAN SUPPORT THEIR CHILDRENS' GROUP

¥ Include the leaders and the group in the prayers at the Sunday
services etc.

* Drop in and visit the club in operation

¥ If you see the leaders at Church, talk to them or ring them up and
encourage them or just ask how is the club going

¥ Offer to come along occasionally and make the cordial/supper

Offer to come along on one occasion and share your hobby or teach

a skill. Perhaps you may like to share a story from your childhood

or a past experience

Spread the word about the club to others

Perhaps make a cake or some cookies for supper one night

Ask the children about the club and what they are doing

You may like to come along occasionally, sit in on the group and

become known to the members (be someone who the kids can talk to)

Take an interest in the children at Church and learn their names

During the community announcements at the Sunday services, include

mention of what the group is doing or planning
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¥ Pray for the leaders and the children
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¥ FEEL FREE TO COPY THIS AND PRINT IN YOUR PARISH NEWS SHEET
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BLIND VOLLEYBALL ,//’\ y

equipment - a volleyball or similar soft type ball, portable
screens, or a number of old blankets or sheets
etc. pegged onto a long rope.

N\

Players are divided into two teams as in normal volleyball on
opposing sides of the net. The screens or blankets are then set up
where the net would normally go so that neither team can see the
other. The usual volleyball rules can be applied or variations used.

BOX CAR RACING
equipment - a number of large cardboard boxes and some packing
tape for repairs or strengthening the boxes

Players are divided into pairs and each pair is given a box to
race with. Boxes can be decorated up like racing cars if time
permits. Straight races can be run from one end of the hall to the
other or a racing course set up with obstacles to negotiate.

*NB Watch that no damage is caused to players or flooring from
staples sticking out.

WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND THE BRANCHES

Heathmont kids club recently ran a very successful trivia Night
e . 1nvolving the kids, their parents, and parishioners. A lot of
‘.%y_ fun was had by all and it was rather amusing watching some of
R the older participants trying their best to blow bubbles with
\\Jﬁ bubblegum! A couple of weeks earlier, theyv also enjoyed a
night at a Sports centre where they all plaved Badminton.
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Warrandyte/Park Orchards Cebs and GFS recently enjoved a night 2

at the Christian Blind Mission International centre in Kew. It

was a very interesting night and the group were able to look at

and try out some of the various equipment that is available for
ffi blind people. Supper was provided and each child received a
4~} card with their name done in braille.

y Thomastown/Epping Combined Cebs/GFS group finished up third
,41. term with a ‘Fish and chip’ night followed by games chosen by
1&; the kids. Each child put in their order the week before so

2 that it was ready when they arrived. The night went very well.

/i

o w




{

V;»_____

i ie v (e B S BV E N Ko S N U SRU L1 (=R P4 S S S —————

WHAT ROLE DOES YOUR VICAR PLAY IN THE BRANCH? P9 S 985 0808 F 4

The Cebs Leaders Manual states ".... The Vicar is the Branch President. He is
responsible for the welfare of the parish as a whole and is therefore
ultimately responsible for the conduct of the Branch".

As Branch President, relatively few demands are placed on the Vicar. They are:

¥ To approve of the operation of the branch within the parish.

¥  To appoint the Branch Governor.

X To approve, on the advice of the Branch Governor, the appointment of other
leaders within the branch.

¥ To admit new members into Cebs.

The Cebs Mission Statement reminds us that Cebs is a parish based ministry. It
says "To provide an environment within the parish ministry structure for boys,
young men and their families to become disciples and grow towards maturity in
Christ". To do this we need to develop a good relationship between the Vicar,
the Leader Team and the branch.

How to build a strong relationship bond between the Vicar and the Leader Team,
can best be illustrated by using the marriage model: o

¥  Know each other. - C?Zﬁ
¥  Understand each other's role.

X Be supportive, encourage and care for each other.

Of course this all takes time and effort by all of those in the relationship,
however it is an important and necessary part.

Some suggestions for you to consider and work with are:

*  The Branch Governor should regularly meet with the Vicar to keep him
informed of the branch’s plans and activities. (*NB Your Vicar may have a
hobby or interest to contribute.)

* All planning by the branch should be within the vision and policy of the
parish. In this way, any clash of dates or policy will be minimised.

X Invite the Vicar, as Branch President, to all meetings of the Leader Team.
If he can not be present, give him a copy of the Minutes of the meeting and
make time to talk through the issues.

X Build a personal relationship between the Vicar and Leader Team. Probably
the best way is through regular attendance at Worship and Bible Study/Prayer
meetings.

X Establish the role that the Branch President should have within your
branch. Remember that Cebs is one of many activities in the parish that he
will be involved in. His commitment will no doubt vary by the time he has
available.

X Understand the Vicar’s limitations. He may not feel comfortable with
ministry to Children and Youth. His refined nature may find some Cebs
activities hard to cope with.

X Invite the Vicar to pop in from time to time and say ‘hello’, perhaps join
in a game, watch an activity or lead a prayer.

Cebs is to be part of the total ministry of a parish and must be promoted as
such. It must not operate aseclosed club with no parish interaction.

What happens when a new Vicar arrives?

The Leader Team will need to establish with him what the role of Cebs is within
the parish and what new directions the parish will be taking under his
leadership. Once again, this will take time and effort on all sides. Maybe
the new person has had no involvement with Cebs before so this will provide the
ideal opportunity to review openly your whole ministry together.
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FROM THE FIELD WORKER

"BORING! I WANT SOMETHING ELSE" IS YOUR GROUP SAYING THIS?

Are you stuck for ideas or find your enthusiasm is
diminishing? Perhaps you could do with a break for a
while to recharge. When did you last do a Cebs workshop
or training course? Why not do a refresher course or
make a point of going to the next short course offered.

If these aren’t quite appropriate then speak to one of
us in the Cebs office or to someone on the Leader
Training Team about running a particular course in your
Digstrict. There are always new things to learn and
training courses promote the sharing of ideas,
reflection and renewed enthusiasm. Hopefully it will be
the spark that will set the fire going. As leaders we
all need constant stimulation to maintain our enthusiasm
and we owe it to our boys to show them new interesting
challenging things. What will you do?

%z

Listed below are some of the Short Courses offered over the
vears

3 Discipleship and Evangelism

X Craftwork - Art and Craft Day

X Games - some games actually played on ﬁhe day

X Activities Workshop

x Branch Governors/Commissioners Course

X Kids with Special Problems

X Use of Handbooks

X Basic Canoeing

% Working with Wood

X Mapping and Compass Work

3 Cadet Leaders Course

¥ Scripture Union offer a variety of courses
.throughout the year as well

* Introduction to Qutdoor. Skills

X Programming for Branch Nights

* What to do at Bindaree
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